
May 13, 2017  David Ewing 
  Nashville, TN 

Mayor Megan Barry 

Office of the Mayor 

1 Public Square, Suite 100 

Nashville, TN 27101 

 

Dear Mayor Barry,  

 

The Union Army’s march into Nashville in 1862 which led to three years of occupation changed the 

path of our city and its history. Designed in a unique polygonal pattern and built by African Americans 

who lived in the area or who were runaway slaves, Fort Negley protected the Union’s foothold in the 

state capitol.  

 

My great great grandfather’s twin brother Taylor G. Ewing, Sr. was one of the hundreds of African 

Americans who spent months building the fort made of stone, dirt, and timber. In a 1903 interview 

Taylor said “he experience all the horrors of slavery until 1861, when he ran off, going to Nashville, 

where he managed to get work at Fort Negley. Taylor would later join the Union Army during the Civil 

War and a group of African American soldiers were garrisoned at Fort Negley during the important 

Battle of Nashville. 

 

Sadly, most of the hundreds of African Americans who helped build Fort Negley and protect the city 

of Nashville during the Civil War are lost to history, but the symbol that stands proudly today tells the 

story of strength and an often forgotten piece of Nashville’s history. 

 

Today there are multiple proposals to develop the city owned parkland of Greer Stadium next to Fort 

Negley. This land has been deemed “surplus property” by the Mayor’s office.  Although, just a 

bureaucratic classification, this is wrong. The city should not reduce the Nashville’s and African 

American’s history to “surplus property.” The most appropriate use of the land is to restore it to 

greenspace and respect the history and legacy of Fort Negley. Nashville should treasure this unique 

Civil War landmark and use it as a tool to educate the community and bring more tourists to the area. 

 

As neighboring Wedgewood Houston is witnessing massive growth and new construction, it is 

important to preserve history and greenspace.  Nashville would not build houses or condos in 

Centennial Park next to the Parthenon and we should not build it on the parkland next to Fort Negley.  

 

We have a rare opportunity to return this area to usable greenspace as a park and I hope the city and 

Metro Parks will preserve this space which should be enjoyed by Nashville residents and visitors for 

generations to come. 

 

David Ewing 

 

 



May 13, 2017  David Ewing 
  Nashville, TN 

 

CC:  

George Anderson, Metropolitan Board of Parks & Recreation  

Colby Sledge, District 17 Councilman 

Sharon Hurt, At-Large Councilmember 

Jim Shulman, At-Large Councilmember 

John Cooper, At-Large Councilmember 

Erica Gilmore, At-Large Councilmember 

Bob Mendes, At-Large Councilmember 


