
July 17, 2017

Letter to Mayor Barry, Metro Council, Metro Parks Board:

After much thought and reflection,  I am writing this as my plea to preserve Ft Negley 
and the adjoining property.  My ideas for saving this national treasure should be 
considered, along with those written and verbalized by others.

I have a personal connection to this area in that I was born in the old St Thomas 
hospital and grew up in "Flatrock"; both a stone's throw from Ft Negley.  It is my 
personal belief, as a native Nashvillian, that Ft Negley should remain historic and the 
"footprints" of history preserved.

Ft Negley is unique in the following ways:
1. It is a national treasure, as well as, a significant and unique Civil War Fort that was 
built shortly after the Union Army occupied Nashville. 
2. Not only did African Americans build the Fort, but contraband camps existed around 
this area, lending to the belief that many artifacts are buried beneath the surface.
3. In 1935, the WPA (Work Project Administration) instituted by  Franklin D. Roosevelt , 
worked to preserve/restore the site.  One of their major accomplishments was to restore 
and add to the existing stonework.
4. It is believed, by local historians, that many people are still buried on this site, along 
with the artifacts.

Suggestions/concerns/questions:
1.  Is Nashville choosing a different direction from our neighbors in Franklin, who are 
purchasing and preserving historical sites?   
2.  Should we set the precedent of offering park property for sale or lease to private 
developers? It is my belief that park property belongs to tax payers and citizens.  Are we 
opening the door for other park land to be developed?  
3.  What do we owe the next generation of Nashvillians?  Is there not room in Nashville 
to preserve and protect our history, along with providing housing for  residents?  It is my 
opinion that this "hallowed" ground should be respected and protected.  Once these 
footprints are erased they are gone forever.
4.  I would like to see Ft Negley be a part of the Greenways and Open Spaces plan. Not 
only is this an area of need, but it would be the least invasive use of the property.  I 
support the Ben Page concept that was outlined in a recent article in the Tennessean. It 
is an attractive and appropriate way to preserve and protect this historic site.
5.  Would it not be a better long-term plan for Nashville, to choose places for housing 
that are not historical sites?  Surely we have room for both!   An example of such vacant 
land, that is in need of development, is between Dickerson Rd and Old Hickory Blvd. 
6.  Are we opening the door for other park land to be developed?  

I urge all Council Members and Mayor Barry to keep Ft Negley historic and protect our 



parks for future generations.
Please support park and public use only.
Thank you for your service to our great city!

Jim Forkum
Chairman, Metro Historic Commission
Former Councilman District 9 (2003-2011)


