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Fort Negley Park nominated for UNESCO Slave Route Project Site 

 

The Friends of Fort Negley Park, in partnership with the Nashville chapter of the NAACP and Dr. Jane 

Landers and Dr. Angela Sutton of Vanderbilt University, are pleased to announce that Fort Negley Park 

has been nominated as a site for UNESCO’s Slave Route Project. Fort Negley Park is the first site in the 

United States to be nominated for such designation and would join other globally significant sites such as, 

Valongo Wharf in Rio de Janeiro and Santo Domingo Square in Mexico City.  The UNESCO Slave Route 

Project started in 1994 pursues the following objectives: 

 

 Contribute to a better understanding of the causes, forms of operation, stakes and consequences of 

slavery in the world (Africa, Europe, the Americas, the Caribbean, the Indian Ocean, Middle East 

and Asia); 

 Highlight the global transformations and cultural interactions that have resulted from this history; 

 Contribute to a culture of peace by promoting reflection on cultural pluralism, intercultural 

dialogue and the construction of new identities and citizenships 

 

Dr. Landers and Sutton write in the application, “Fort Negley’s history makes it vital not just to the 

history of the US, but to the history of global enslavement. It is a place where the descendants of the 

African diaspora experienced varying degrees of enslavement and freedom. It is also the genesis of one of 

the United States’ most prominent communities of African-Americans.” 

 

Dr. Landers explained the global importance of this nomination, “This designation correctly puts Fort 

Negley on the world map.” Furthermore, Dr. Sutton adds, “This stone Fort makes an inspirational history 

visible to all of us and will enrich the lives of Nashvillians and all who visit.”  

 

When informed about the nomination, the President of the Friends of Fort Negley, Clay Bailey said, “We 

are honored to have Fort Negley Park be considered for this designation by such a significant international 

organization. We are pleased that the world will now know what we have known for a long time: Fort 

Negley Park is special. It’s hallowed ground that deserves the protection and recognition by the 

international community.” 

 

Dr. Landers and Sutton will also nominate Fort Negley Park to be a part of the National Park Service’s 

National Underground Railroad Network to Freedom. Started in 1999, this program was established to 

“promote programs and partnerships to commemorate, preserve sites and other resources associated with, 

and educate the public about the historical significance of the UGRR.” 

 

Fort Negley Park is a 55-acre park that sits at the top of St. Cloud Hill just two miles south of downtown 

Nashville.  Fort Negley was built by free and formerly enslaved African American men, women, and 

children in 1862 and later barracked USCT regiments during the Civil War. The Park is now home to Fort 

Negley, the Adventure Science Center, and Herschel Greer Stadium. The Friends of Fort Negley is an all-

volunteer group organized in 2013 in order to support education, preservation programs, and to protect 

green space around the site. 
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