
July 18, 2017

The Honorable Megan Barry
Of ice of the Mayor
Metropolitan Government of Nashville and Davidson County
1 Public Square, Suite 100
Nashville, TN 37201

RE: Greer Stadium Site Redevelopment

Dear Mayor Barry:

I am no enemy of development.  I have a master’s degree in real estate development (Harvard), and have worked for 
numerous developers over the years.  As a city planning consultant, I have led dozens of development master plans 
across the country, including for Music Row (roundabout & Demonbreun), the Gulch, and Lenox Village in Nashville.  
I also led the preparation of development standards for multiple urban design overlay districts in Nashville, including 
Hillsboro Village and East Nashville, and I was one of the Board members of the Urban Design Forum who helped 
establish the Nashville Civic Design Center.  My 2009 book on downtown planning, published by the American 
Planning Association, is considered the “bible” on the topic.  I provide all of this background at the risk of appearing 
very immodest to emphasize the point that I can appreciate development as much as anyone.

However, as a long-time Board member of the Tennessee Civil War Preservation Association, I also recognize the 
value of protected historic landscapes.  Having worked on battle ield preservation plans in ive states and authored 
the “best practices” manual for the Civil War Trust and National Park Service, I have witnessed irsthand the bene its 
of preserving historic open space.  Mixed use development, including affordable housing, can occur in a lot of places.  
If it does not occur on the Greer Stadium site, the market demand will not go away, it will simply occur elsewhere 
in town, perhaps even in the area.  However, they are not making any more historic green space, particularly space 
with strong ties to African American heritage.  Because African American history has regrettably been given a low 
priority nation-wide until fairly recently, related historic resources are particularly few and at risk.  

As you are likely aware, there is an existing body of public policy that supports the idea of the subject property being 
used entirely for a park, starting with the 1928 agreement between the City and then property owner that the City’s 
acquisition was “for the purpose of establishing and construction of a public park.”  The City’s 2007 report entitled 
“Nashville Civil War Center at Fort Negley,” which was a supplement to the 1996 Fort Negley Master Plan, proposes 
utilizing the full extent of the Greer Stadium site for solely park and interpretive purposes.  More recently, the 2011 
Nashville Open Space Plan identi ies the property as future open space, and it also proposes a “Surplus to Open 
Space” program (pg. 25) that would transform Metro’s surplus properties into protected open space.  While these 
various policies may not be legally binding, I beleive that they come with a moral obligation for Metro government. 

Proponents of developing the site have emphasized the public input supporting the selected developer’s proposal.  
However, that input has centered on the site’s neighbors.  This is not a neighborhood-scale issue; it is a community-
scale, and even national, issue.  Rarely do we later regret saving historic properties, but we always regret developing 
them.  As famed economist John Kenneth Galbraith once said: “Preservationists are the only people in the world who 
are invariably con irmed in their wisdom after the fact.”  I hope that the Metro government will ultimately decide to 
do the right thing so that we do not have to once again regret the loss of yet another Nashville historic landscape.  
Regardless of the outcome of this issue, please know that your efforts for our community are greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,

Philip L. Walker, AICP
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